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405-001

405-001 Please see response to Comment 411-006.

BPA has sited the transmission towers to avoid sensitive natural
areas such as streams, wetlands and riparian areas adjacent to
streams and wetlands.  After selecting these tower sites and the
proposed access/spur road locations, BPA gave the Cultural
Committee the opportunity to suggest that BPA move any of its
facilities, with the exception of angle structures, either ahead on
line or back on line, if any cultural materials could neither be
harvested or relocated.

If BPA were to decide to build the project, it would inform the
Culture Committee as soon as the decision is made, so that the
Committee could either harvest or relocate these resources with
the permission of the landowners.  As mentioned to the
Committee in recent correspondence, in many BPA rights-of-
way, tribal members routinely harvest berries, roots, and
medicinal plants under the transmission lines annually.  BPA
would work with the Muckleshoot Tribe as with other tribes to
identify and take extra caution with vegetation management
practices to avoid contaminating gathering sites.

405-002 Prior to deregulation of the electric utility industry, utilities could
plan new resources such as new generation, 10 or more years
out in the future.  Since deregulation, new generation and
additional loads can be added over a 5-10 year time frame.  So,
while in the past long-range planning studies were done over a
longer period of time, often 20 years in the future, current
planning requirements have changed the time frame considered
long term.

The existing line through the CRW was built over 30 years ago.
BPA’s conservative estimate is that a new line and additional
lines added to the infrastructure would serve loads for at least
another 30 years.  Please also see responses to Comments 382-
004 and 382-005 and Appendix H (available on request).

405-003 It is true that the presence of any existing utility facility would be
a logical choice for the siting of future proposals.  BPA has no
plans for additional lines at this time.

405-002

405-003
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405-004

405-005

405-006

405-007

405-008

405-009

405-004 More information has been added about the Canadian
Entitlement.  Please see Appendix I.

405-005 Additional information about clearing and maintenance has
been included in the SDEIS.

405-006 Additional information about access roads and stream crossings
has been included in the SDEIS.

405-007 BPA has prepared Table 2-3 “Summary of Impacts from
Alternatives,” by taking the information presented in Section
(Chapter) 4 “Environmental Consequences” of the SDEIS and
attempting to quantify the level of impact for each resource
area as low, moderate, high, or no impacts.

405-008 Comment noted.

405-009 We concur that there is use within the Cedar River Municipal
Watershed beyond recreation.  The DEIS stated that the Cedar
River Municipal Watershed is managed as an ecological reserve
(Page 3-3).  The document also states that the primary use of the
watershed (CRMW) is to provide a reliable, high-quality supply
of (drinking) water to the region.  And in addition to supplying
drinking water, the CRMW is also managed for generation of
electric power, for education purposes, and also for recreation
i.e., swimming at Rattlesnake Lake.

Although the document did not evaluate the visual impact of a
tribal member practicing a sacred tradition within the CRMW,
the proposed line would be located immediately adjacent to the
existing Raver-Echo Lake 500-kV Transmission Line; therefore,
the proposed line would add only slight incremental visual
impacts.  If the impact of a transmission line would interfere with
the aforementioned sacred tradition, then we would assume that
such tradition would be practiced elsewhere in the CRMW
where no line currently exists.

405-010 Comment noted.  However, BPA disagrees with the premise that
existing and proposed rights-of-way would negatively impact
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405-010

405-011

405-012

405-013

405-014

deer and elk herds in the area.  With the removal of the over
story in the forested environment and the establishment of low-
growing vegetation within the cleared right-of-way, more feed
would be made available for ungulates such as deer and elk,
instead of less.  Deer and elk need both feed and cover to
survive and be healthy.

405-011 Please see response to Comment 349-005.

405-012 BPA would plant native seed to revegetate disturbed areas
within the Cedar River Watershed created by the project.
Doing so would minimize the potential for erosion, provide feed
for ungulates such as the deer and elk, and minimize the
potential for noxious weeds to sprout, or spread where they are
already present.

If BPA decides to build the project this year, construction would
not begin until after the Record of Decision, now scheduled for
August 2003. It is our understanding that the calving and fawning
period for deer and elk normally begins in March and typically
ends in late spring, around the middle of June. Most, if not all, of
the calving and fawning will have already taken place prior to
the onset of construction activities.

405-013 Please see responses to Comments 382-017 and 394-108.

405-014 Comment noted.  At the time BPA released the DEIS, the
proposed transmission line had not been designed.  BPA uses
the environmental process to help design its projects.  After
identifying survey points in the field, BPA conducted a wetland
and stream determination, tying the location of these sensitive
resources to centerline of the proposed transmission line, and
then selected tower sites in upland areas to avoid impacting
wetlands and streams and their associated wetland areas.
While forested wetlands would be converted to nonforested
wetlands, BPA would not fill any jurisdictional wetlands as a result
of the Proposed Action.

Any trees removed from the forested wetlands would be cut by
hand-held equipment (chain saws) and portions of this
vegetation would be left in the wetland areas for use as wildlife
habitat or removed by helicopter.  No mechanical clearing
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405-015

405-016

405-017

405-018

would be undertaken in wetland areas.  See also response to
Comment 405-001.

405-015 Impacts of the Proposed Action would occur in Douglas fir
dominated stands that are 36 to 75 years of age.  Due to the
height of the trees, additional cutting would be needed at
various locations beyond the 150-foot ROW to remove danger
trees.  This additional cutting would be required whenever the
height of trees, in combination with the topography, location and
swing of the conductor, wind direction, lean, evidence of high
water table, past tree failures, overall health of the tree, etc.,
could represent a danger to electrical transmission line reliability.
Selective danger tree cutting could occur as far away as 200 feet
from the edge of the ROW, but most would occur within 75 feet
from the edge of the ROW.

405-016 If the landowners agrees to planting the species and the species
does not grow too tall, it could be planted under the line.

405-017 The project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE) is discussed in the
Draft Cultural Resource Survey Technical Report (Bialas 2001). It
consists of a 300-foot (91-meter)-wide corridor containing the
150-foot (45.5-foot)-wide construction corridor and a 150-
foot (45.5-meter)-wide danger tree removal zone. Some
facilities, such as the Echo Lake Substation expansion area,
extend beyond the construction corridor.  Access roads and
staging areas also would be used but their precise locations have
not yet been defined.

405-018 The statement on page 4-96 that impact to cultural resources is
expected to be low was based on a sensitivity study of the
project (DeBoer 2000). The Draft Cultural Resource Survey
Technical Report (Bialas 2001), based on an intensive survey
with subsurface testing, located only two cultural resources and
recommended both as not eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places.

BPA will continue consulting with the Muckleshoot Tribe to
request the Tribe’s concerns about potential project impacts and
mitigation measures. We believe that the environmental
analysis, including cultural and social impacts, can be completed.
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405-019

405-020

405-021

405-022

405-019 BPA will be pleased to enter into a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) regarding National Historic Preservation
Act (NHPA) compliance, if continued analysis and consultation
determines that the project would affect one or more National
Register of Historic Places properties and avoidance or
mitigation is needed. BPA looks forward to receiving any
information the Muckleshoot Tribe may have on traditional
cultural properties or uses of the project area.

405-020 The Proposed Action calls for construction of nine miles of
transmission line and the expansion of Echo Lake Substation by
approximately three acres for the purpose of constructing a new
bay to accommodate the additional transmission line.  BPA
regrets this oversight if it was not mentioned during the scoping
meeting with representatives of the Muckleshoot and
Snoqualmie tribes.  With respect to surveying these areas for
cultural resources, BPA cultural resource contractor, HRA Inc.,
surveyed the substation expansion area at the time the line was
surveyed during summer 2001.  Although the proposed
substation expansion area was surveyed, no survey was
undertaken for any staging areas because they were unknown at
the time.  Any area where ground disturbing activities would
take place would be surveyed for cultural resources before
construction.

405-021 Once BPA has a timber cruise, we would be willing to share that
information with the tribe.

405-022 Comment noted.  BPA received many requests for more
information as a result of the review of the draft EIS and decided
to publish a SDEIS to respond to the comments.




